
THE COMPASSIONATE FRIENDS, INC.  
A self-help organization offering friendship and understanding to bereaved families who have experienced the death of a child 

BRANDYWINE HUNDRED CHAPTER  

www.BrandywineTCF.org 

Othell Heaney, chapter leader 

P.O. Box 114 

Rockland, DE 19732-0114 

302/376-0300   e-mail: othellTCF@verizon.net 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS  
www.compassionatefriends.org 

P.O. Box 3696 

Oak Brook, IL 60522-3696 

877/969-0010 (toll free) 

Editors: Othell & Bill Heaney September 2009 E-mail: othellTCF@verizon.net 

I   wonder how many people think about 

what it's like for a parent not to have to 

pack a Snoopy lunch pail for their child 

ever again.  

 

September marks the re-entry of kids into the 

world of academia ... but, for some parents it's 

the reminder that the excitement of the chil-

dren, that electrifies the air, won't be the same 

in their home this year. So many hopes and 

dreams ... and memories are wrapped up in 

what occupies a major part of a child's life .. 

school time.  

 

Summer cushions us from having to be pain-

fully aware that our child won't be walking to 

school with the other kids, or won t be trying 

out for the lead part in the school play, or 

won't need new school clothes, or won t fall in 

love with the girl he sits behind in Math class.  

 

Parents who never had the pleasure of "letting 

them go" to school for the first time, know 

what they missed. They remember their own 

"first time" and would liked to have made it 

really special and asked all the questions that 

their own parents asked them when they ar-

rived home from school- Hopes and dreams 

for this child's future will never be realized. I 

wonder if my neighbor remembers that if my 

baby had lived that this is the year he would 

have started kindergarten. I wanted him to 

have a Snoopy lunch box, just like the other 

kids.  

Portland, OR. TCF  

NOSTALG1A  
 

The school bells ring, young voices sing. 
And small ones shout with glee. 

The autumn air beckons school to start 
And left alone is me. 

 
What makes me feel so down and blue, 
And boggled down with thoughts of you? 

I see the school bus passing by 
And find myself with a tear in my eye. 

 
Is it the clothes that we can't buy? 
While others grab the jeans to try? 

Or is it the autumn in the air 
That pulls at heartstrings already bare? 

 
Maybe it's falling leaves and drying grass 
Bringing reflections like a looking glass. 
Whatever the reason that stirs my heart 

Every year when school must start 
Reminds me how much I miss you. 

 
TCF Fort Wayne, IN  
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GIFTS of LOVE  
 

This month we thank the following for their  

continued support of our local chapter 

Henry& Arlene Ableman 

 in memory of their son Christopher 

Kenneth& Ethel Blackman 

 in memory of their son Kevin 

Susan Brown 

 in memory of her son Malcom ñMacò 

Shelly Brown 

 in memory of her daughter Jozlyn Faye 

Billy & Peggy Channell 

 in memory of their son Walter 

Caroline Figenshu 

 in memory of her daughters 

 Laura & Donna Kelly 

Terence & Jane Fitzpatrick 

 in memory of their son Michael 

Larry & Chris Giordano 

 in memory of their son Mark 

Jeffrey & Lin Goddess 

 in memory of their son David 

George Govatos 

 in memory of his daughter Laura 

Ernest & Jaclyn Hall 

 in memory of their son Kenneth 

Bruce & Grace Kirk 

 in memory of their daughter Lisa 

Ken & Georgiann Knauer 

 in memory of her son Steven Geracimos 

Thomas & Ann Kwiatkowski 

 in memory of their son Kevin 

Manfred & Marlene Lichtenstadter 

 in memory of their son Mark 

Michael & Susan Miller 

 in memory of their son Matthew 

John & Margaret Neyman 

 in memory of their daughter Jennifer 

Gene & Nancy Taylor 

 in memory of her son Brian Martin 

Kathleen Thompson 

 in memory of her son Dick MacIntyre 

Ann Thornton 

 in memory of her son Timmy 

Susan Vaglia 

 in memory of her son Christian Molitor 

George & Patricia Villano 

 in memory of their son Robert Brady Clark 

Barbara Williams 

 in memory of her granddaughter 

 Maya Buseman Williams 

This newsletter is sponsored by 

Jill and Dean Decker 

in memory of 

Joe Decker 

Born 9/18/1972 

 

 

 

 

Joe Decker 

You will always be in our hearts. 

Love, Mom & Dad 

 
This newsletter is sponsored 

in memory of 

Michael John Seery Jr. 

on his 23 rd birthday 

9-24-86  ð  2-19-06 

with love from his parents 

Brenda & Michael 

Seery 
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Newsletter Sponsorship Criteria:  
 

We are now accepting 2 sponsors/month 
due to many requests. 
$100 Donation to BHCTCF Newsletter 
(this still only covers part of cost) 
Email a jpeg photo of your child 
 or send a photo. 
 

Include a short note to go with the photo. 
 

Please submit by the 1st of the month 
 preceding the newsletter (i.e. May 1st 
 for the June Newsletter). 
 

E-mail: 
othellTCF@verizon.net  

SEPTEMBER CALENDARSEPTEMBER CALENDARSEPTEMBER CALENDAR    

 Othell & Bill Heaney 

 (Sudden Death & Suicide 

 (302) 656-9288 

 

 Mary Mullin  

Need someone to talk with? (Suicide) 

Having a bad day? (610) 497-3447 

Give us a call. 

We also suffered  Mary Welch  

the loss of a child. (Long Term Illness) 

So we know you are in pain. (302)475-7050 

We care about you   

and want to help   

 

July   28  Our thanks to  

   Mary Clare Matsumoto 

   for sharing her recovery 

   experiences with us. 

   

Sept    8  Social Hour 

6 -  7 pm  Come eat with us. 

   Get to know each other 

   R.S.V.P. Othell 

   656-9288 

7 pm   General Sharing 

 

Sept    22  General Topic 

7 pm   ANGER 

   Is it normal? 

   What should we do? 

 

Where Do We Meet? 
 

Brandywine Valley Baptist Church 
7 Mt. Lebanon Road 

 
From I 95 go north on US 202 (Concord Pike)  

Turn left onto Mt. Lebanon Rd.   
Church is on right side of road 

next to the YMCA. 
Parking lot and entrance 
in the back of the church. 

Very Special Thanks  
to all who made our  

Delaware Walk to Remember  
such a huge success in a short time:  

Banner, Balloons, Butterflies  
Water, Photographs etc. etc.  

 

This is Your chapter and  
thanks to all who make your chapter  

a haven for the bereaved.  
Whether you help greet people,  

Web Master,  send cards,  
move chairs, read something,  

give a smile, make phone calls,  
or bring photos or snacks,  

remember your support is appreciated.  
 

We have all been down that path  
and know the pain.  

 

Compassion helps.  
Continue to reach out to others  

 

Othell  
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHS 

ADAM ARIGROUDIS September 14 

ELIJAH JACOB BERKOWITZ September 05 

ELIZABETH BELLE BITTENBENDER September 24 

GABRIEL BOWMAN September 11 

MAYA  BUSEMAN-WILLIAMS September 30 

KELLIE CAHALL September 30 

ROBERT BRADY CLARK September 17 

MICHAEL JAYE COLDIRON September 26 

ERIC CONNOLLY September 24 

GARY COVELLI September 26 

JOE DECKER September 18 

RODNEY GODWIN September 13 

KENNETH HALL September 10 

MICHAEL WILLIAM HITCHNER, JR. September 05 

BETH ANN JACOB September 19 

ESTER KEELEY September 01 

KYLE KIRK September 22 

CHUCK KOWAL September 24 

JEFFREY  KULAS September 12 

PATRICK JOHN (PJ) MANGRELLI September 13 

CLAUDE P MATIC September 06 

ANDREW MCDONOUGH September 03 

MICHAEL MURPHY September 06 

BRIAN MICHAEL SCHOLL September 25 

MICHAEL SEERY, JR September 24 

JOYCE ADAMO SEIDMAN September 15 

RAYMOND "DAVID" SHUPE September 09 

EDWARD SUDLER, II September 22 

WILLIAM (BILLY) VENUTI September 26 

SEPTEMBER DEATHS 

ALISON TERESA ASH September 16 

ELIZABETH BELLE BITTENBENDER September 24 

KEVIN BLACKMAN September 22 

SEAN COLLINS September 27 

MARK DeBRABANDER September 06 

JILL RUSSELL EDDY September 03 

TRAVIS EDWARDS September 13 

MAURICE FAULKNER September 16 

CARLY MARIE GILES September 10 

JONATHAN LINDERWIRTH September 24 

ASHLEY BRIE LOCKERMAN September 07 

SANDRA LEE LONG September 02 

DICK MAC INTYRE September 20 

EMMA MARIE MILLER September 01 

EHRICH PATTERSON September 13 

AMBER LYNN RAY September 23 

NICHOLAS MICHAEL REGER September 05 

DAVIS (DEEG) SEZNA September 11 

DANIEL VANCE STEWART September 26 

AUGUST BIRTHS 

MELISSA BARRY August 17 

EDWARD BERGERON August 28 

KEVIN BLACKMAN August 22 

TOMMY BOOTH, III August 18 

ERIN ELIZABETH BRENNAN August 05 

SCOTT ANDREW DEGE August 07 

NICHOLAS DEUBERT August 16 

JILL RUSSELL EDDY August 03 

THERESA LYNN FELKER August 11 

KIM FERGUSON August 15 

JENNIFER FORESTER August 08 

These August Birthdays 

were accidently cut off 

last monthôs list. 

Sorry about that! 
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On Sunday, August 9, 2009, at 11:00 AM 
the Brandywine Hundred Chapter held their 
first annual Walk To Remember at Banning 
Park which was an ideal location for the 
event.   
 
While the national organization of the Com-
passionate Friends held their annual walk in 
Portland, Oregon, the Brandywine Hundred 
Chapter held a simultaneous event.  There 
were approximately 70 people including 
children who walked two miles in remem-
brance for our children gone too soon.    
 
Several parents had the honor of carrying 
the banner upon which were written over 25 
names of our children.  After the two mile 

memorial walk was completed, beautiful 
colored balloons were released in honor of 
our children.     
 
To the delight of all those in attendance at 
the close of the event, P.J. Young, age 2-
1/2 released a memorial box of beautiful 
Monarch butterflies which lingered among 
the onlookers to everyone's surprise.   
 
We want to thank all those who were in at-
tendance in support of the first annual Walk 
To Remember, to those who signed the 
guest book and also to all those who helped 
make this event a success.  

Ernestine A. Young 

Brandywine 

Hundred 

Chapter 


